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High Tech Moving into Home Care

ÂMajor shift toward home care with devices 
previously seen only in hospitals or special 
care facilities

ÂFamilies ñtrainedò to handle them

ÂHurricane or other power outageé

ÂAlso ventilator -dependent nursing homes

ÂResult:  Lots of EMS surprises that arenôt 
in the protocols!!



Paramedic Scope of Practice 
and Complex Medical Devices

ÂCourses/texts have little info, even on trach 
tubes

ÂMinimal or no ñhands-onò practice

ÂRefresher/CEU hours cover higher priorities

ÂNew critical care curriculum does not 
address most of these either 

ÂHigh risk, complex info, rare use = wonôt 
remember training when needed anyway



911 Scenarios

ÂñMy defibrillator keeps firingò

ÂVent -dependent nursing home: ñwe just 
need you to change his trach tube, not 
take him to the hospitalò

ÂMom of 2 year old special needs child with 
trach tube:  ñhelp himò + total panic, no 
supplies, no spare tube

ÂAt scene of 50 yr old man unconscious, 
LVAD implanted: wife in total panic



911 Realities

ÂPatients and families:

ïPanic and become totally useless

ïMay not have any supplies or help #s

ïDonôt stay home where their stuff is 

ïExpect paramedics to know what to do

ïTold by their doctors to ñjust call 911ò

ÂMedical Control and receiving EDs:

ïDonôt know this stuff either!



Devices already out there:

ÂAICDs and Vest Defibrillators

ÂComplex pacers

ÂVentricular Assist Devices

ÂTracheostomies

ÂVentilators

ÂVarious pumps, vascular access 
devices, med infusions

ÂHome dialysis, ñwearableò dialysis



General Concepts on Scene

ÂAlways treat the patient first :
ïAssess and stabilize ABCs
ïContinue assessment
ïIV, O2, monitor
ïStart with your standard protocol
ïRemember the underlying disease/drugs

Â Problem with patient?  With device?
Â Ask the patient, family, friend to help :
ïHow is this supposed to look?  To hook up?
ïGet us your supplies 
ïCalm them down and help them function


